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OurSPACE NSW

Specialist Outreach

Trauma Therapeutic Support

for Children in OOHC and their 

important relationships
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Acknowledgment to Country 

The Australian Childhood Foundation would like to 

acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which 

this event is taking place, and Elders past, present and 

emerging. We would like to pay respect to the unique 

values of our First Nations people, and their continuing 

and enduring cultures which deepen and enrich the life of 

our nation and communities. 
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The Australian Childhood Foundation
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OurSPACE NSW

• The OurSPACE Program directly addresses placement instability and builds 
relationship permanency for children and young people in out of home care 
regardless of location in NSW

• 55% of total number of children are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

• Therapeutic Specialists travel to the child and move with them if their 
placement changes.

• 60% FTE Therapeutic Specialists are First Nations Professionals  

• OurSPACE resources the network of adults to understand and respond to the 
unmet trauma needs. 

• We create care teams that include Carers, Case Workers, School Teachers, 
and any important relationship to the child.



professionals.childhood.org.au



professionals.childhood.org.au



professionals.childhood.org.au

Most children in OurSPACE were on long term orders
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Children in OurSPACE experienced significant placement 
instability
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Loss of Sibling Connection
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Most Children experienced extensive abuse and neglect 
over a long period of time, beginning prior to the age of 
One.  
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Children in OurSPACE experienced multiple domains of 
abuse and neglect
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Most children were impacted significantly from 
experiences of abuse and neglect
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OurSPACE supported most 
children to begin to heal
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Sample of 184 12 months on from completion (94 of whom were 
Aboriginal (52%)

Aggregate of 419 ROSH reports over 12-month period prior to 
acceptance. An average of 4 ROSH reports each child.

80 (44%) had no further ROSH.

127 without any change of placement (70%)

*Data recorded 12 months prior and then 12 months post involvement in the OurSPACE program

FACSIAR - Measuring indicators of ‘Home’ and ‘Safety’ in 
OurSPACE program Jan 22
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Reduction in criminal activity 
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Improvement in Relationship permanence and reduction 
in trauma symptoms
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Re-connection to learning
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OurSPACE has supported the connection of Aboriginal 
children to Kin and Country 



professionals.childhood.org.au

Care teams were better resourced 
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ACA’s
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Improvement in placement outcomes
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“The biggest barrier to stable 

placements for children in OOHC is the 

misinterpretation of the language 

(behaviour) of the child and how those 

around them respond to it”

OurSPACE 2019
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OurSPACE
1300 381 581 
intakeourspace@childhood.org.au

mailto:intakeourspace@childhood.org.au

